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From: Comcast 
To: STR 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Short Term Rentals 
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 5:38:00 PM 

I am writing to the city council regarding the city ordinance on short term rentals and 
my comments regarding such. 

I have lived in Thornton for 32 years in the same house. I have a neighbor who has 
been running an Airbnb out of her house for a long time. There are constantly 
people in and out of the house. Shady characters in the neighborhood. I verified on 
Airbnb that is what she is doing. It’s listed as 420 friendly. People staying at her 
house constantly park in front of my house instead of hers even when there is 
space in front of her house and she has additional parking next to her driveway. 
When I have people over they can’t park in front of my house. I understand that it is a 
public street but she doesn’t bother to tell them to park at her house. The cast of 
characters in and out make my family nervous. I can’t leave my garage door open 
even when I’m home. 

I do not think short term rentals should be allowed in the city of Thornton. That is 
what hotels are for. How will the city be able to make sure these places are licensed 
and paying taxes and such without using taxpayer dollars? I don’t see how the city 
will possibly be able to ensure these short term rentals are complying with a new law 
when people are already doing it illegally. 

Thank you 
Concerned Thornton Resident in Grange Creek Sent from my iPad 

From: Joseph Handley 
To: STR 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] AirBnB 
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:31:14 PM 

To whom it may concern 

I live next door to a current Airbnb and must say this is NOT what I expected it would be 
like. The current owner took a typical 3 bed 2 bath that would be perfect for a small 
family and converted to a rental that sleeps 11! So the last few rentals have been 
younger people traveling using it for a party house. 90% of the residents are from out of 
town and are basically here to enjoy legal marijuana.... So you can image the problems 
we have encountered. The last resident have 6 cars 12+ people coming and going for 6 
days. Not a fan at all.... 

Sincerely 

Joseph Handley 1420 Rowena St 
Thornton, CO 80229 
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Thank you for your time. 

  

Sincerely, 

Thornton Residence against “Short-Term” Rentals 

 
Jessica Sandgren 
Mayor Pro Tem 
Councilwoman, Ward 2 
City of Thornton 
9500 Civic Center Drive 
Thornton, CO 80229 
(720) 753-2877 
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INTRODUCED BY:           Phillips  
 
AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTIONS 18-174 AND 18-54 OF THE THORNTON CITY 
CODE REGARDING SHORT-TERM RENTALS AND SHORT-TERM RENTAL 
LICENSING REVIEW; AMENDING SECTIONS 18-160 AND 18-596 TO ESTABLISH 
ZONING DISTRICT AND PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS; 
AMENDING SECTIONS 18-167 AND 18-173 TO CLARIFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
HOME OCCUPATIONS AND ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS; AND AMENDING 
SECTION 18-901 TO DEFINE SHORT-TERM RENTAL AND CLARIFY OTHER 
DEFINITIONS. 
 

WHEREAS, the City is a home-rule municipality organized and existing under the 
provisions of Colorado Constitution Article XX; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution, and as further authorized by State 

Statutes, including but not limited, to C.R.S. 31-15-401, the City has broad authority to 
exercise its police powers to promote and protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 
community and its residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, such police powers include the power to regulate the nature and type 

of businesses allowed within such community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 18 of the Thornton City Code (City Code), also known as the 

Development Code, is a compilation of the requirements, standards, and performance 
expectations for permitted land uses in the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, short-term rentals are a form of temporary lodging whereby all or a 

portion of a home is rented for less than 30 days at a time; and 
 
WHEREAS, short-term rentals are not currently identified as an allowed land use in 

the Development Code and are therefore not allowed in the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to allow short-term rentals to operate in the 

City as an accessory to an owner’s use of a single-family attached or detached dwelling as 
their primary residence; and 

 
WHEREAS, occupancy limitations, safety requirements, and other operational 

regulations are necessary and appropriate to protect the public welfare and maintain the 
residential character of neighborhoods; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to implement a short-term rental license 

requirement to establish processing and operating expectations and related enforcement 
mechanisms; and 

 






































